ia Mouontains, what
inds are that you hear?
abey be off in a distance,

. volr know that these sounds
e nob hiuman-related.
i One morning about 5:00,
a5 awakened by the sound of
il sounded like “Leo™ the
MGM Lion. Afier rushing to my
Bedrooin window, wanting 1o
e - what the roar was all abou
thar frightened me and my dog
Gollum, I saw the slithering
figure of what I now know as a
Poma “Mountain Lion.” Finding
it's way o the North Georgia
Mountains through the Appa-
fachian Trail, 1t found its way
13 my cabin, where numerous
swoodland creatures have been
secnsthroughout this past year
['had asked & neighbor if
she had known of any Puma’s
being sighted in this area. She
told me that indeed thev had.
‘Mot toc long before my
encounter, she wld me that she
had seen one running scross the
- ridge above her house. Being
P that Puma's are nocturnal, mosl
‘people don't get the privilege
‘@l seeing one, much less hearing
\the rpar of one as [ did. This was
“the only encounter with the
| Pumathat I was able w have, so
\ bagk 1o the other creatures.
* ¢ Sitting on my porch [ have
_been startled by many sounds,
- as the howl of a covole,
the moon is full,
ng hoots from Screech
_loud cackles from
ing 1 still have no idea
along with a gobhle
» LT

of your p I:...
Nt the

10 be fight a1 your porch
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honor of living along a Black
Bear trall, where numerous
sightings occurred, (stories ol
these enoouniers are on my wehsile
www, cabinerittersaricom), The
majority of the sightings of the
Black Bears were during broad
daylight, but there were a lew
fimes when either the sound ol
them walking through the
woods, or a hatt [roim a mama
bear warning her cubs that there
were humans nearby were heard
Many of the “Creatures o1
the Night” don't make a sound,
but the shine of a flashlight can
make them easier w see. The
glow of an opossum’s eyes arc
aften seen, along with other trec
creatures such as owls, Deet are
plenty in this area, and arc olicn
visiting day and night. In the
Autumn, the cicadas fill the
night air with their annoying,
sometimes deafening chirps.
Thank the Man above He didn’t
mmake these crealures year-long
visitors!
the birth of the lLittle nocturnal

-
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s of the Night

yes, I must not farget
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creatures in my dryer vent.
Flying sguireels, which make an
inferesting aight oot on the
porch by viewing the white
streak a5 they fly by, were born
it my drver vent, which T have
sinee closed up.

So take this challenge, if
vou dre blessed with living in the
woods as 1 am, and 5it out on’your
porch in the late evening, lisien
10 the sopnds of the woods, Write
the souiils down that you can and
van't recognize, talk with your
neighhors. see if they can fill in
the blanks of the “can’t identify”
list. or visit wildlife sites on the
internet that have .wav files tat
play the sounds of these various
woodland creatures. Also, make
cure you have a bright flashlight
ta scarch arcund in the hrpsll,
and tree limbs for h_ﬂglht
reflective eyes, Being a Wildlife
Artist and Photographer, T have
heen living my lifelong dream
among the NUMEreus creatures

| am . able to paint and phata-

graph, and envision ‘_'::.hf
creatures 1 am unable 1o see.
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