Georgia bear cub found in New Mexic

By Scoet M, Ania

1 anle did 1 know whon 1
wal refurnimg 6 A et ol the
country that | loven, T womnlbd b
wacked by o stery that would
remind e of how small thas
weprld really is

It has been sbout 10 years
sinee | visited thoe Southwestem
Umited Simies. specifically
Mew Mexico. | ol always
plarmad on making a rip heck
o Carlsbad Caverns 1o viea the
bheautlful caves. apd sec the
flight of the Ba fe rhey 2xit be
pavern &t dunk 1o go feed on
moths and other Oying insocis
Arid T had always wanled 10
returs 10, The Living Deserl
Siate Pack, north of Carlshail,
now called the Living Desert
Tao am] Bolanics]l Gasdens

Eeeemtly | was  ablc o
make this pouarney, o see why
migw Mexico in called the Land
af Fnchammmen:. While driving
along the sbsoluiely hreath
toking raad 1 The Living [esen
Sinve Park. | had been reminag
cing abont- all ihai 1 had secn
ihere 20 years ago. All of the
wadive wildlife and pisnis of ibe
Suuihwesiern U5, were still
vy In my nEmory.

hile sIgning 1niG Ll

visstors log the bady behioc e
connter ld me o make mare
iat T swop by o see “hMaggic™
the American Bleck Bear Cuol
She continucd o el me the slory
ol where Maggic came from.
and chis iz whar lesd boothe
wridng of this i.rIJ_c_lp

I was e OF the sihey of o
very young black bhear cub i
wis pescusd. from g Homes io thi
morh Genrgia mountains esrlier
this year. Maggle' s mother aml
aiblings hod been mistreaied,
sturved al, 1o em, deed from
e mistrestment. AL rhe thins
Maggie wid rescucd 08 Wil
nesr death but. dus 1o the
reccue, Maggle was able o b
relocaied 10 her new home in
MWew Mexico, As it foroed oult,
Maggie was neEacued Iy i wonan
by  the mname of Charlie
Strothkamg, a Wiidlite Rehabil-
iaer from  Missourk AL the
timc: that Maggie was rescued
her welght was aboul 30#, and
now wiighs In a1 768 [aooording
o Linda Framk-Coordinator of
Voluniect Services-Livwlag
Des=rt Foo).

While iolking with the
lmilles a1 the oo, il was very
obvious thar Maggle 18 very
loved and treasured, Maggie
was given a beautiful play-
ground flled with Mew Mexico
cialive plants, along wilh a pond
she can Trotie in, The Zoo sells
Tee shirtswith her image on then
o hilp provide care for Bt

And 1 waz delighted to
discover thar, Maggic ix also,
something eal = very close 10

my hean, an amiet,. | was shown
hesmtifyl abstrect paintings tha
stve Bias Jone The wechnigque
sed | azn suie 153 linde differend

from the way [ palni, bui
aon¢thelees, the ourcome is
amazning. Onc ol e peindimgs
chearly shows her littke fool-
print; in vivid colors, sur-
oiided By absteact desigos,
Alsn, 1 was shown one of
Magpgle's painlings rhat cap-
tured, somchow, the beauiitul
lanslscapes in the arca,  With an
imaginary eye, | was able 1o see

a beanliful rock Pormation
sutroamded by brightly colored
pative plante

]i:'n: story of Magple
soechen] e s that | Sl | reeded
1 ahnre it with ochers from ihe
part of the country i which |
Hve, since the story of Magge
petually Began here,  Aslids from

ke b wienching story ol fow
Maggie was foursf, | arn gl o
know. there fre soch pébple In
this wirrld =3 Cherlie Stroth
larmp, and locstions such & the
Living Desert Park.-

[F o wonkd like i know
more ahout Moggie, her wew
life's journey, and the people
respopsible for Ber TRICUE,
please vial my website, Al
o, eabinerilsersarl.com, dnd
follow the limk o the Living
Desert Zoo. And, i yo0 are Ceer
in soithern Mew Megicn, make
gure o visit Maggie and ihis
wonderful zog, | will be o
enmtaer with the stafl of the
Living Desert Zoo and wil keep
junz posted o0 Magghe's propres



